There is growing evidence that the somewhat apocalyptic nature of the commentary on page 1 164 is being considered most seriously by the present administration in the United States and by most of the other nations in the world. John Cairns, the titular spokesperson for ecology in Environmental Health Perspectives since the inception of the monthly journal in April 1993, delivers a tough message to the public in "Defining Goals for Ecosystem Measurements," suggesting that unless we make fundamental changes in behavior and lifestyle, the possibility exists that we will be unable to reverse the trend of decline in environmental quality and life. He suggests a variety of different conditons that would have to be considered and altered in order to accomplish the changes. Indeed, recently published papers (1, 2) and books (3) (4) (5) (6) (9) .
In the United States a nationwide GAP analysis program is under way to identify state by state where there are species and habitats found on unprotected lands or "gaps" in the network of conservation landholdings (10) . Identification of these "gaps" can permit set aside zones for purchase or development into areas for species enrichment, and the data can be used to model how future environmental changes might impact biological diversity.
There are global changes being reported that suggest disturbances of numerous individual ecosystems, and even if they cannot be completely understood or connected with one another, there is a high probability that the portended changes are now occurring or will occur. Must action be taken before it is too late-before the events are completely proven and understood? Could the failure of one ecosystem result in a cascade of responses? The solution to a global problem of this magnitude deserves the attention of the finest scholars in the world. That 
